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President's Message

Those of you who were at our
meeting last month know that many
issues were discussed at the recent
NYSOA meeting at Lake Placid

You can
see a re-
view  of
what  we
discussed
last month
in the min-
utes later
in this
newsletter.

All three
days of the Lake Placid meeting
were also attended by AOA Presi-
dent Dr. Randy Brooks.It was great
to have him there as he was an ex-
cellent source of information and
he interacted with all of us. I really
did feel part of the AOA "team".
Dr. Brooks was also very im-
pressed with our meeting and the
spirit of goodwill and cooperation
within our group. In fact he wrote
quite a bit about that aspect of our
meeting in his president's message
in last week's AOA News.

We have a good group of peo-
ple working very hard for our pro-
fession. I'm sorry to keep repeat-
ing this, but we have alot going on
and there is alot of information for
you to know. I am no expert on all

continued on Page 2
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MEETING NOTICE
March 16, 2010

Speaker:
Kenneth Anthone, M.D.

Topic:

Autologous Blood Serum

Treatment for Dry Eye Syndrome

7:00 P.M. Dinner
Speaker at 8:00 PM

R.S.V.P. required For Dinner by March 11th to:

Edvancedexecare@onecommail.coﬁ or

631-9970
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Scoping the Town

Gene McDonough is heading to
Virginia for his
grandson's  birth-
day and to race in
a half marathon.

Tom Kaminska
is going to be a
grandfather! His
daughter Lisa and
husband Ciaran are expecting a
child in August.

Kevin Komm went to the Ameri-
can Society of Cataract and Refrac-
tive Surgery meeting in Playa Del
Carmen with Ken Anthone. They
learned MUCHO much.

Message

Continued from Page 1

this material, so you need to attend
meetings, read the AOA News and
the NYS Prospectus, which just
went on line this month for the first
time. The current issue includes ar-
ticles on Medicare reimbursement
for EHR, PECOS, and other topics
we discussed last month.
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We also need your help (as al-
ways) in educating our legislators,
teachers and the medical commu-
nity about Optometry. Our work as
top quality eye doctors speaks for
itself, but we still need go that extra
step to grow our profession. Keep
up the good work.

Last Call for
NYSOA
Awards

Nomination Deadline

March 15th

(M%) Winchester Optiggl Company

An Authorized Varilux Laboratory Since 1978

In-house

Crizal® Coating Center

LUXAR, LUXAR PLUS,
LUXAR SUPER SLIPPERY

ANTI-REFLECTION & MIRROR COATINGS

CLEARLY SEE THE DIFFERENCE

Authorized VSP, VBA, and Vision Source Lab

ELMIRA
800-847-9357
FAX # 800-654-5680

Member:
OLA &
AOA Low Vision Division

SERVICE TO THE EYECARE PROFESSIONS FOR OVER 100 YEARS

MACEDON
800-426-9114
FAX # 800-776-9762
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Mobile Diagnostic .. ) Starli
Christian Dior Starline

Instruments, LLC S3filo BlueBay
® GDx scanning laser in GuUCCl
your office GIORGIO ARMANI
® No capital outlay OCCHIALI
: g?ozaerZ':L'i:Z bationts Rich Juliano Brenda Kipp Sue Scherer
Claudia Lewis MalinowskiDiane Mark

out of your office

Call Al Morier, O.D. for
details. _ 2 Gardner Road Fairfield New Jersey 07004-2287
(618) 312-6464 or e-mail National (800) 631-1188 ® NJ (800) 772-2157 ® Fax

amorier1 @nycap.rr.com (800) 338-5583
NYSOA Partners
Platinum Silver Bronze
Alcon Abbott Medical ABB Con-Cise
Laboratories, Inc., Optics CIBA VISION
Allergan Bausph & Lomb Cooper Vision
International Silhouette .
Vision EXpo. Optical Ltd. Hydrogel Vision
Signet Armorlite Vistakon Essilor
VWL Inc. Transitions

Optical, Inc.
Winchester Optical

Drilled Rimless
Edged - Drilled - Assembled
Newest Technology
Exceptional Precision and Accuracy
Highest Quality - Great Prices
Call David (716) 283-1341
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American Board of Optometry Announces Requirements for Certification

INITIAL APPLICATION

REQUIREMENTS (Online)

a. Supply demographic informa-
tion

b. Submit Application Fee

c. Identify Initial Qualifying

Requirements:
1. Graduation from School or
College of Optometry accredited
by the Accreditation Council on
Optometric Education (ACOE).
ii. Active License to practice
therapeutic optometry in a State,
District of Columbia, U.S. Com-
monwealth or Territory.

d. State adherence to principles of
the Optometric Oath.

e. Affirm that all supplied informa-
tion is true and correct.

f. Grant permission to the Ameri-
can Board of Optometry to veri-
fy all credentials.

g. Authorize search of National
Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB)
and Health Integrity and Protec-
tion Data Bank (HIPDB).

Upon confirmation of the applica-
tion requirements, the American
Board of Optometry will confer
Active Candidate status for a pe-
riod of one year.

Active Candidates may renew this
status for up to three years total by
submitting proof of completion of
50 points toward the Post-Graduate
Educational Requirements for each
year of eligibility.

POST-GRADUATE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS
To become eligible to take the examination, Active Candidates must attain
150 points within the three years prior to exam application.

DURING PHASE-IN PERIOD (2010-2012):

Residency (ACOE Accredited) ........coceevveeciieniieeiieniieeies 150 Points
Fellowship in the American Academy of Optometry ......... 50 Points
Fellowship in the College of Optometrists in

Vision Development..........ccceeeeiieerieeeiieeniieeeie e 50 Points
Experience in Clinical Practice Up t0 ........ccccevvevverieneennee. 150 Points

Accrued equal to 5 points per year of active practice.
Education Up 10 ..cccueeeeiiieciieecieeeee e 150 Points
Category 1 Education (Up to 150 Points)

Continuing Education conferences, meetings or workshops carrying ABO-
authorized credit. [Minimum of 50% of Education Points must be Cat-
egory 1]

Continuing Education — 1 Point per Hour

Continuing Education with Examination (CEE) — 2 Points per Hour
Category 2 Education (Up to 75 Points)

Other educational activities or scholarly activities. Variable credit.
[Maximum of 20% of the total Education Points can be from any sub-

category. |

EXAMINATION APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
1. Complete 150 Points within the prior three years

2. Submit evidence of three years of active licensure and clinical practice
OR completion of an ACOE-Approved Residency

3. Submit the online Examination Application and schedule Board Certi-
fication Examination.

Active Candidates should pass the Examination within 12 months of sub-
mitting the Examination Application. [Any optometrist who does not pass
within 12 months may re-apply for the examination but is subject to the
Post-Graduate Educational Requirements.

In addition, “Active Candidate” status applies for a maximum of 4 years. |

Upon successful completion of the Board Certification Examination, the
American Board of Optometry will confer Board Certified status to the op-
tometrist for a period of 10 years. Board Certification must be kept current
through enrollment in the American Board of Optometry 10-year Mainte-
nance of Certification process.
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Upcoming Topics at the

WNY Society of Optometrist Monthly Meetings

Tuesday, April 13th

Retinal Specialist Dr. Joseph Murphy

Tuesday, May 11th

2nd Annual Retinal Seminar with
Dr. Mark Comaratta & Dr. Henry Lee.

Be Active in Your
Society
Consider Running
for an Officer or
Trustee Position
Contact
Kevin Komm, O.D.

PECOS update

Beginning April 2010, all Medi-
care and DME claims will require
a referring doctor even if that doc-
tor is you. This will be required for
all procedures and durable medi-
cal equipment (DME) and perhaps
even office visits. If the referring
physician is not enrolled in Medi-
care, the claim will be denied.

The claim must include the le-
gal name of the ordering/referring
physician (Item 17) and the type 1
NPI of the individual ordering/re-
ferring physician (Item 17b). For
Part B claims, the referring/order-
ing physician must be found in
PECOS (the database of physicians
who have enrolled or reenrolled
since 2003) or in contractor's oth-
er enrollment files. For DMEPOS
claims, the referring/ordering phy-
sician must be in PECOS.

PECOS is an online electronic
enrollment system that enables you

From Richard Soden, OD

to enroll or change information
about your practice with Medicare/
CMS. CMS now says you can look
up whether the ordering/referring
physician is in PECOS by going to
the following website: http:/www.
medicare.gov/physician/search/
chooseprovider.asp

Optometrists may wish to look
themselves up to determine if they
are in PECOS or not, so they will
know whether the orders/referrals
they make will be payable for the
downstream physician or DME
supplier.

You can enroll or change your
enrollment data in PECOS (Pro-
vider Enrollment Chain and Own-
ership System) by going to https://
pecos.cms.hhs.gov

This article (PDF) from PAO's

Keystoner newsletter describes this
process in greater detail.

NYSOA Prospectus Goes Green

The New York State Optometric
Association's Prospectus has pub-
lished its first electronic edition.

It will be published 6 times per
year. Two issues will be published
in paper format.

Please be sure to notifiy the
NYSOA of your email address or
change in address.
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http://www.nysoa.org/content/user_1/PAO_PECOS_update.pdf

